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Fort Resolution respondents were most likely to burn their waste (45%) or bury it (16%). The remaining
39% used a combination of methods.

Most of the changes noted by the residents and elders of Fort Resolution are related to the delta’s lower
water levels, the impact of the Pine Point Mine and the impact of logging and roads on the animals and
trapping areas.

The most significant development to directly effect the people of this area is the mining and the hydro
development on the Taltson Dam. Logging is also an industry that is beginning to influence the way
people use the land and its ability to support a traditional way of life. Logging as an industry is a recent
experience for this area, even though the community used to log for its own purposes in the past.
Logging was not formerly done to the current degree. It has recently begun to compete with logging in
the southern markets. Much concern was expressed by the elders in the approach to logging and the use
of clear cutting, rather than selective logging.

Fort Resolution respondents (18%) experienced the greatest recent loss of traplines. The people of Fort
Resolution (24%) were affected by cutlines, pipelines, seismic lines and access roads.

Fort Resolution respondents mentioned nine different types of development that had taken place near
their land base. Hydroelectric (51%) was second only to pulp and paper (56%). To a lesser extent, Fort
Resolution respondents had tourism development (26%) occurring near their land base.

Two of the forty-one Fort Resolution respondents considered moving but did not move, and two of the
forty-one considered moving and did actually move. The mean scores regarding institutions doing all
it should about the management of renewable resources, as assigned by Fort Resolution respondents,
were: industry (1.6), citizen groups (1.7), and the municipal government (1.9) received the lowest
average scores in Fort Resolution. What is notable is the higher average score for the provincial
government (3.), higher than the federal government (2.4). Fort Resolution respondents distinguished
themselves in that they rated Native chiefs (2.4) and Native councils (2.5) lower or the same as the
provincial and federal government. This was the only community that did not rate the two Native
groups higher than the three government groups. Most respondents in Fort Resolution felt that their
relationship to the land could be maintained by stopping development, statements or comments about
maintaining the land and water’s natural state or letting Native people maintain the land.

Although only 21% of Fort Resolution respondents said their view of the land was changing, they were
clearly concerned about the increased development (40%). Twenty percent went on to talk of

environmental changes as well.

Those who commented on their relationship to the land in Fort Resolution were likely to make general
comments about development destroying their relationship (24%).
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Land ownership was also discussed and the elders often stated that the land was shared and not fought
over and this continues to be the practice even though there are designated trap lines now.

Decreased water levels have been identified as a significant change that affects the entire delta in this
region. The delta is perceived farther away because of the receding water. The community identified
increased islands and sand bars on the Slave River System. This change has occurred in the last ten
years.

The loss of prairies as a result of increased growth of willow and shrubs was identified also, and the
subsequent effect on the buffalo and moose habitat.

Fire has been a big change agent for many of the trap-lines and traditional land users as it has directly
affected the harvests from trap lines and community land use areas.

Fort Resolution respondents were equally as likely to talk about the animals leaving (38%) as they were
about the re-growth of the vegetation (33%). Fort Resolution respondents reported longer lengths of
time for the forest to grow back than for the sample as a whole. Nobody in Fort Resolution said it took
one to six years and only five percent said 10 to 15 years. Forty percent said forests took 20 to 34 years
to grow back and half said 40 years or more.

Hydro development on the Taltson River has also had a major effect on the ability of the traditional
peoples to make use of historical land use areas because the flooding has completely changed the
physical appearance of the land. Water has been redirected and the water levels have decreased in some
areas and in many areas is not present at all. Some of this change is believed to have been caused by
the dam. The Bennett dam was also mentioned as having some influences on the water levels in this
area because of its link to the Peace and Athabasca Rivers.

Pulp and paper received a neutral rating of 3.1 from Fort Resolution respondents. In Fort Resolution,
hydroelectric dams (2.7) were somewhat of a concern. Fort Resolution respondents showed probably
the narrowest range of scores although, again, their rank ordering of groups reflected that of the total
sample. Mean scores ranged from a low of 1.6 for industry to a high of 2.9 for Native groups.

Interestingly the elders also spoke of the remaining effects of the Russian satellite that fell in their area
in 1974. The effects have been noted in the amount of berries in specific places where fragments had
been found. It is also believed that the satellite is the reason why so many people in the community
are dying of cancer.

The elders were asked to describe and map sacred sites in their area. Many elders identified old camp
sites and burial sites.

The “Fishing Area” was a site described as a place where two sloughs merge to form a “Y.” Two graves
are said to be at this site. Mission Island was also noted for graves. Fort Reliance, the Imperial Falls
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balanced out by the same number who said there was an increase in animals (41%). This could be
explained by distribution of persons and their traplines.

Fort Resolution respondents reported the wash-out that occurred (38%) and the flooding of riverbanks
and low lying areas (28%) in addition to the drop in water levels (28%). The single most noticeable
change in Fort Resolution was the thinning, crumbling ice (75%). Perhaps more than any other
community, thin ice was a big change in Fort Resolution.

Respondents in Fort Resolution were most likely to mention the break-up of trees and the clearing of
land along the river bank (30%) or along with the flushing out and cleaning of the river (3%) and erosion
(3%). Only 10% mentioned the flooding of inland lakes and ponds or the formation of sand bars (3%).
Almost a quarter (23%) said there was little impact of naturally occurring ice dam flooding on the land.

Fort Resolution reported the shortest length of time for the plants to grow back with only 4% saying it
took more than a year and 88% thus noticing new plant growth within the same year.

The wildlife (60%) in Fort Resolution apparently enjoyed the greatest impact of naturally occurring ice
dam flooding and, to a lesser extent, the plants enjoyed new growth (13%). Again, the increased amount
of water was cited (20%).

In Fort Resolution, the loss of water channels (25%) and land areas (4%) were the major negative
impacts. To a lesser extent, the uprooting and breaking-up of trees was mentioned (17%).

Fort Resolution respondents reported the shortest length of time for water to stay after a natural flood.
Almost all (88%) of Fort Resolution respondents said the water subsided within a week. Eight percent
cited the water staying one to four weeks and only 4% noticed water one month to a year after the
natural flood.

Fort Resolution respondents were more balanced in their comments between water levels and natural
factors. Seventeen percent of Fort Resolution respondents mentioned the control of water by dams, 4%
said the low water levels, and 33% said flood sites depended on water levels.

Respondents also spoke of natural factors such as the thickening of ice (17%), the change of ice jam
location and movement (8%), the changing weather patterns (38%) and that there was too much rain
(17%).

Snow and ice were used in the winter for drinking water but there is much caution in using snow and
ice now because of pollution. The elders spoke of a belief and a teaching they were taught; “nothing
that was dirty was to be put in the water”; their own fish cleaning was never done out on the water.
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Beaver, muskrat and squirrels were identified as important animals because they were not only food
sources for the people but also for other predators. There used to be many beavers at the Sulphur Point
area prior to the Pine Point mining and it is also noted that overall there are many more beavers now
since the time that the limit was five beavers per hunter. The beavers have dams along many of the
creeks and smaller rivers; this is seen as an attempt to help the land to retain the water.

According to the elders, Sulphur Creek and Napoleon’s Creek “did not have a living thing” present and
dead beavers were noted by the trappers who used this area. Clean up of the area has never been done
as far as the elders can remember. Sampling of the water was apparently done but the results were never
shared with the community, in particular with those who normally use the area. Little Buffalo River
was noted as a beaver hunting river and some trappers of this area had noted dead beaver here in 1973-
74. Squirrels were not only harvested for their fur but also for a food source. Some elders stated that
squirrels were eaten and the meat had the flavour of rabbit meat. Muskrats were discussed at great
length by many of the elders. Their biggest concern was the decreased number in the delta primarily
due to low water levels and depleted feeding grounds. The muskrat is a highly used food source but its
presence affects the cycles of other fur bearing animals in the area. Spring is cited as the season to hunt
muskrats. There are times when the muskrats will have up to three litters in one season and as many as
twelve pups at a time. This will occur when there is high water and lots of feed.

The muskrats have been declining for more than ten years. Roche River was a harvesting site for
muskrats and 500 to 600 rats could be harvested at any time by one hunter. The Slave River Delta was
known for its muskrats and often people from Hay River and Fort Providence travelled to hunt muskrats
in the delta. Nineteen thirty-seven was a high water year and there were also many muskrats during that
time. It is said that a good hunter could harvest up to 200 rats a day. The muskrats are known to remain
numerous two years after a large flood. The decline of muskrats has been more severe in the last two
years and this is seen as an extended cycle of depletion caused by a lack of flooding. In some areas the
muskrats are noted to be skinny and have marks on their lungs and liver, a condition that was noted
before they began to disappear. Some muskrats were also noted to have puss on the liver and around
the heart even when they were considered to be fat.

Dog River, Buffalo River, Roche River, Taltson River, Dekerat Lata Lake and Rat Lake (which is no
longer present) were all rat producing water systems at one time.

Bear, lynx and porcupine were also discussed in terms of being food sources and but also as having
multiple use. Bears were hunted after the berries were ripe, and until they went into hibernation.
Lunder River, near the Dee Chaay River and along the Jean River were considered bear country. Bear
was part of the diet and provided the grease for cooking; bear parts were also used in a medicinal
manner. People do not use the bear as much as they did in the past. Lynx are described as mice, squirrel,
and muskrat eaters in this area. Lynx were described as plentiful prior to logging and in the areas where
they were plentiful there has been logging, consequently the lynx have moved out of the area. The lynx
apparently prefer the timber because this is where squirrels are most plentiful. The elders often said that
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