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About BARB 
• Project Goals: To enhance Athabasca River Basin 

research and access to knowledge by identifying, 
locating, and making  research and scholarly 
resources and information  on the  Athabasca 
River Basin (ARB) freely accessible to the 
general public.  

• Project led by Athabasca River Basin Research 
Institute with support from AU Library, 
Advancement Office, academic centers,  
researchers, and CEMA (Cumulative 
Environmental Management Association). 

• Five years project with funding from Imperial Oil 
Foundation, Suncor Energy,  Athabasca University 
and Provincial Government. 
 



About Athabasca River Basin 



Project Objectives 

– To develop a highly utilitarian bibliographic 
database that will integrate a number of 
databases from various disciplines and will serve 
as the foundation for ARB research and Study. 

– To preserve and digitize ARB research 
materials and resources, including audio, video, 
images and text. 

 



Benefits of BARB 

• Provide 24/7 free, easy access to latest ARB 
knowledge and information in one place. 

• Facilitate sharing of knowledge, research, and 
scholarly communication through open access/OER. 

• Online database resources are fully searchable, 
retrievable, discoverable, and reusable for research 
and study.  

• Fully interactive, allowing users to submit, rate the 
resources and leave comments. 

• Accommodate both desktop and mobile access.  
 
 



  http://barbau.ca 

http://barbau.ca/�


Content 
• More than 30,000 entries including reports, journal articles, 

dissertations , and learning objects. 
• Selected and reviewed by professional librarians and 

researchers 
• Multi-disciplinary  coverage includes: 

 
– Sciences 

 
– Social Sciences 

 
– Humanities 

 
– Economics 

 
 
 

http://barbau.ca/content/current-status�


CONTENTdm 



Metadata 



Drupal 



Drupal modules 
Including: 
• FAQ 
• Forms 
• Sitemap 
• WYSIWYG editor 
• Comment 
• Mobile UI 



Biblio  
Formats entries as: 
• American Medical Association (AMA) 
• American Psychological Association (APA) 
• Chicago 
• Council of Science Editors (CSE) 
• Institute of Electrical and Electronics 

Engineers (IEEE) 
• Modern Language Association (MLA) 
• Vancouver 



Browse 
• Extensive metadata 
• Browse by topic 

 
 
 
 

• Browse by geographic feature 



Search 

• Fast 
• Open 
• Full-text 
• Faceted 
• Geospatial 



OAI 

• Open Archives Initiative 

• A framework to Share data 
• CONTENTdm and Drupal are both OAI-PMH 

compliant 



Maps 



Charts 



Analytics 
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